TESTIMONY IN OPPOSITION TO LD 1020, AN ACT TO END
DISCRIMINATION IN CIVIL MARRIAGE AND AFFIRM RELIGIOUS
FREEDOM

Presented to the Joint Standing Committee on Judiciary
Maine State L egidature
Hon. Lawrence Bliss, Senate Chair
Hon. CharlesR. Priest, House Chair

CHAIRMAN BLISS, CHAIRMAN PRIEST and members of theidt Committee
on Judiciary, State of Maine. The House of BishophefAnglican Church in America
would like to present this testimony in opposition to LD 1020 bevore this committee.

Since the beginning of human history, marriage has theeinstitutional building
block of society. And since the beginning of human histogrriage has been between
a man and a woman, male and female. The Book of Getetifies to this for
Christians and Jews. Aristotle (ca. 350 BC) adds his oaulagetestimony. “The dual
purpose of marriage is unitive and procreative. It provaestructure for raising
children. The political state will not be healthy vaitih health citizens, and healthy
citizens come from healthy families, comprised of mgtfaher and child(ren).”

Our Creator made us male and female, with the rdsafitthe physical union in
marriage is a reality. Male and female really uniteai way that is impossible for
members of the same sex, and that union is open to siséity of procreation in a way

that no “same-sex union” could possibly be.

Romantic “love,” we agree, is not the concern & state. But the crux of the
issue is whether marriage serves society and conftortise will of our Creator. Gay
unions cannot do this because they cannot produce goodhsitemed refuse to conform
to the way in which human beings were created by God.

There is an order to all things; there is a naturatdalaw of reason, received

from our Creator. Through this law man can comprehendltimate end, and the way
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he must live to fulfill it. God will not be mocked. Tdisdain his law is inevitably to

invite disaster, both personal and social.

While the Anglican Church in America, part of the worlde/iTraditional Anglican

Communion does not support discrimination in any fashiomaggany human being and

upholds the dignity of all, neither do we believe thatdfage has any right to change the

definition of a sacramental gift from our Creator.

Presented and approved by the House of Bishops, AnglicarciCim America, meeting
in session, April 21, 2009.

The Rt.
The Rt.
The Rt.
The Rt.
The Rt.
The Rt.
The Rt.
The Rt.

Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.

Louis W. Falk, President

George D. Langberg, Vice President
Louis Campese

Juan Garcia

Wellborn Hudson

Brian Marsh

Stephen Strawn

Daren Williams

THE ANGLICAN CHURCH IN AMERICA

PDF Created with deskPDF PDF Writer - Trial :: http://www.docudesk.com



